
of fresh work. Several parts have been rewritten, as, for example, the chapter
on nervous diseases, and many of the pages display some new note or com-

ment to show that careful and painstaking revision has been made to bring the
book up to the point required by the more recent progress in medical science.
It is impossible with our limits to make a satisfactory analytical notice of

this well-filled volume. Nor does it seem necessary to do so, inasmuch as the
nature and quality of the work are well known and appreciated. We content
ourselves, therefore, with commending to the favor of those of our readers who
are unacquainted with its merits this reliable and emphatically practical guide
to medical diagnosis.

SANITARY SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS.
The subject of school hygiene, about which so much has been said and

written in recent times, receives but scanty recognition at the hands of munic-
ipal authorities. The ears of those who ought to hear are very dull, and as a

consequence the school-children, who comprise one fifth of the population,
suffer the effects of this indifference to their physical welfare. We anticipated
that the reorganization of our city school committee would be accepted as a

seasonable opportunity for putting into practice some of the teachings concern-
ing the necessity of strict sanitary supervision of schools. The election of
school supervisors afforded an excellent occasion for the establishment of an
office of great importance to the health of our school-children. We regret
exceedingly that the occasion has been allowed by the school committee to
pass without some more substantial evidence of an appreciation of the im-

• portance of practical hygiene as applied to the public schools. With all re-
spect for the acknowledged ability of the gentlemen who have been chosen as

supervisors, we believe that our school system would not have suffered, but
rather would have gained, if among those selected there had been some who, in
addition to their proficiency in examining scholars to see how well their minds
had been crammed, had also by special training the power to render efficient
service as expert instructors and authoritative regulators in all departments of
school hygiene. It was a grave mistake that in canvassing the merits of can-
didates this element of proficiency in school sanitation was so completely left
out of sight by the committee.
The need of a sanitary supervisor of schools is particularly illustrated at the

present time, when diphtheria and scarlatina are unusually prevalent. The
school-room is admirably adapted to disseminate the infection of these dreaded
diseases. The children assemble from all sorts of homes, are brought into
closest relation with their mates, and at the end of the session scatter again.
What better means could be devised for sowing broadcast the seeds of conta-
gion ? If the board of supervisors had upon it one or two medical men, with
power to act and intelligence to advise, the unlimited and unrestrained spread
of communicable disease in schools would have less chance than it does at
present ; for well-known principles of hygiene as adapted to contagious affec-
tions would have responsible agents for their practical application, and at least
something could be done, either advisory or mandatory, to protect the commu-
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nity. At present nothing operates to prevent the spread of contagious disease
in schools except the interference of the teacher to oppose the premature re-

turn of a convalescent scholar, or the uncertain intelligence and solicitude of
parents to the same end, or the occasional forethought of the medical attend-
ant who remembers that his duty is not fully done when his young patient is
pronounced out of danger of death, though still a source of danger to his neigh-
bors.
The matter of school hygiene is encompassed with great difficulties, but the

difficulties will not grow less if the attempt and purpose to overcome them is
neglected and the wisest methods are regarded with indifference.

*-

VIVISECTION.
There has recently been presented to Parliament the report of the royal

commission " on the practice of subjecting live animals to experiments for sci-
entific purposes." They were to " consider and report what measures, if any, it
may be desirable to take in respect of any such practice." The commission
appears to have investigated thoroughly the subject and to have endeavored
to arrive at a just conclusion. They received evidence from fifty-three wit-
nesses, including physiologists, physicians, surgeons, and representatives from
the various societies whose object is to oppose vivisection. They state in their
report that " it would require a voluminous treatise to exhibit in a consecutive
statement the benefits that medicine and surgery have derived from the dis-
coveries due even to one class of experiments only," namely, operations per-
formed on living animals for the purpose of examining the processes of life,
and mention as due to such operations the discovery of the circulation of the
blood, the discovery of the action of the lacteal and lymphatic system of vessels,
and the discovery of the compound function of the spinal nerves Refer-
ence is also made to the experiments in which dangerous drugs are adminis-
tered for discovering their physiological action, and of finding antidotes to their
poisonous effects, or for the purpose of assisting legal investigations. And still
another class of experiments is referred to,

—

those by which disease is pro-
duced in animals with the view of obtaining precise knowledge of the causes,
mode of attack, and processes of such disease. The commissioners vindicate
physiologists, physicians, and medical students from the imputations of cruelty
and of indifference to suffering which have been cast upon them. They assert
that even if were possible to suppress the practice of experimenting on living
animals, such a prohibition should not be attempted. " The final conclusion
at which the commissioners arrive," says The British Medical Journal, to
which we are indebted for the information here given on this subject, " is to
recommend the enactment of a law which shall vest in the secretary of state
the power of granting licenses to persons desirous of performing experiments
on living animals." The licenses should bear conditions to insure that no un-
avoidable suffering shall be inflicted. Inspectors of knowledge and position
such as to command the confidence of both men of science and the public
should be appointed, and licenses should be revocable on proof of abuse, but
as a safeguard against misuse of this power, an appeal to a judge of the su-

preme court with three competent assessors is recommended.
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